
Jasper City Schools 

___________________________________________ 

Pacing Guide 

8th Grade English Language Arts 

 Thoughtful and effective planning throughout the school year is crucial for student mastery of standards. 

 Once a standard is introduced, it is understood that the standard is continuously taught and/or reviewed throughout the 

entire school year (e.g., explicit instruction, learning centers, IXL, etc.). 

First Nine Weeks Second Nine Weeks Third Nine Weeks Fourth Nine Weeks 
Common Assessments:   

 STAR Renaissance Learning 

 ACT Interim I Language 

 ACT Interim I Reading 

 Journal Entries 

 Proofreader’s Marks 

 Timed Essays 

 End of Unit Assessments Grammar/Literature 

 Storyboard The Giver 

 Elements of a Plot 

 Fundamentals of Speech & Debate 

 Effective Peer Group Tasks 

 Exit Slips and Quick Writes 

 Study Habits 
 

 

Reading Standards for Literature:   
Key Ideas and Details  

 Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 
[RL.8.1]  

 Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of 
the text, including its relationship 

  Common Assessments:   
 STAR Renaissance Learning 

 ACT Interim II Language 

 ACT Interim II Reading 

 Midterm Comprehensive Exam 

 5 Paragraph Expository Essay 

 Wax Museum or Biographical Speech 

 Poetry Unit Exam/Poe “The Tell-Tale 
Heart” and “Annabel Lee” 

 

Reading Standards for 

Literature:   
 Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other 
texts. [RL.8.4]  

 Compare and contrast the 
structure of two or more texts 
and analyze how the differing 
structure of each text 
contributes to its meaning and 

Common Assessments:   
 STAR Renaissance Learning 

 ACT Interim III Language 

 ACT Interim III Reading 

 5 Paragraph Persuasive Essay 

 Drama Unit Exam/Diary of Anne Frank 

 Assessment Practice (Plot and Conflict, 
Character and Point of View, Setting 

and Mood, Theme and Symbol, Poetry, 
Style, Voice, and Tone, History 

Culture, and the Author, Facts and 

Information, and Argument and 

Persuasion 

 

Reading Standards for 

Literature:   
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

 Analyze the extent to which 
a filmed or live production 
of a story or drama stays 
faithful to or departs from 
the text or script, evaluating 
the choices made by the 
director or actors. [RL.8.7]  

 Analyze how a modern work 
of fiction draws on themes, 
patterns of events, or 

Common Assessments:   
 STAR Renaissance Learning 

 ACT Aspire (Reading, Writing, and 
Language) 

 End of Year Comprehensive Exam 

 Investigation and Discovery/The 
Power of Research 

 

 

Reading Standards for 

Literature:   

 Analyze how particular 
lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or 
drama propel the action, 
reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a 
decision. [RL.8.3] 

 
Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity  

 By the end of the year, 
read and comprehend 
literature, including 
stories, dramas, and 



to the characters, setting, and plot; 
provide an objective summary of 
the text. [RL.8.2] 

 

 

Reading Standards for Informational 

Text:   
Key Ideas and Details  

 Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 
[RI.8.1]  

 Determine a central idea of a text 
and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective summary of 
the text. [RI.8.2]  

 Analyze how a text makes 
connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, 
ideas, or events (e.g., through 
comparisons, analogies, or 
categories). [RI.8.3] 

 

 

Listening and Speaking:   
Comprehension and Collaboration  

 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher led) 
with diverse partners on Grade 8 
topics, texts, and issues, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. [SL.8.1] 

style. [RL.8.5]  
 Analyze how differences in the 

points of view of the 
characters and the audience 
or reader (e.g., created 
through the use of dramatic 
irony) create such effects as 
suspense or humor. [RL.8.6] 

 

Reading Standards for 

Informational Text: 
Craft and Structure  

 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, 
including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 
[RI.8.4]  

 Analyze in detail the structure 
of a specific paragraph in a 
text, including the role of 
particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key 
concept. [RI.8.5]  

 Determine an author’s point 
of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds 
to conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints. [RI.8.6]   

 

 

character types from myths, 
traditional stories, or 
religious works such as the 
Bible, including describing 
how the material is 
rendered new. [RL.8.9] 

 

 

Reading Standards for 

Informational Text:   

 Integration of Knowledge 
and Ideas Evaluate the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of using 
different mediums (e.g., 
print or digital text, video, 
multimedia) to present a 
particular topic or idea. 
[RI.8.7]  

 Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient; 
recognize when irrelevant 
evidence is introduced. 
[RI.8.8]  

 Analyze a case in which two 
or more texts provide 
conflicting information on 
the same topic and identify 
where the texts disagree on 
matters of fact or 
interpretation. [RI.8.9] 

 

poems, at the high end of 
Grades 6-8 text complexity 
band independently and 
proficiently. [RL.8.10] 

 

 

Reading Standards for 

Informational Text:   
Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity  

 By the end of the year, 
read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at the 
high end of the Grades 6-8 
text complexity band 
independently and 
proficiently. [RI.8.10] 

 

Writing:   
Production and Distribution of 
Writing  

 Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific 
expectations for writing 
types are defined in 
standards 20-22 above.) 
[W.8.4] 

 With some guidance and 
support from peers and 
adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 



o  a. Come to discussions 
prepared, having read or 
researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by 
referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to 
probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion. [SL.8.1a] 
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o b. Follow rules for collegial 
discussions and decision-
making, track progress 
toward specific goals and 
deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed. 
[SL.8.1b]  

o c. Pose questions that 
connect the ideas of 
several speakers and 
respond to others’ 
questions and comments 
with relevant evidence, 
observations, and ideas. 
[SL.8.1c]  

o d. Acknowledge new 
information expressed by 
others, and, when 
warranted, qualify or 
justify their own views in 
light of the evidence 
presented. [SL.8.1d]  

 Analyze the purpose of information 
presented in diverse media and 

Listening and Speaking:   
 

 Presentation of Knowledge 
and Ideas Present claims and 
findings, emphasizing salient 
points in a focused, coherent 
manner with relevant 
evidence, sound valid 
reasoning, and well-chosen 
details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, 
and clear pronunciation. 
[SL.8.4]  

 Integrate multimedia and 
visual displays into 
presentations to clarify 
information, strengthen 
claims and evidence, and add 
interest. [SL.8.5]  

 Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated 
or appropriate. (See Grade 8 
Language standards 36 and 38 
for specific expectations.) 
[SL.8.6] 

 

Language:   
Knowledge of Language 

 Use knowledge of language 
and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. [L.8.3] 

o a. Use verbs in the 
active and passive 

Writing:   

 Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined 
experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-
structured event sequences. 
[W.8.3]  

o a. Engage and orient 
the reader by 
establishing a 
context and point of 
view and 
introducing a 
narrator, characters, 
or both; organize an 
event sequence that 
unfolds naturally 
and logically. 
[W.8.3a]  

o b. Use narrative 
techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, 
description, and 
reflection, to 
develop 
experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 
[W.8.3b]  

o c. Use a variety of 
transition words, 
phrases, and clauses 
to convey sequence, 
signal shifts from 
one time frame or 
setting to another, 

revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on how well 
purpose and audience 
have been addressed. 
(Editing for conventions 
should demonstrate 
command of the first 
three standards in the 
Language strand in Grades 
K-8.) [W.8.5]  

 Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and 
present the relationships 
between information and 
ideas efficiently as well as 
to interact and collaborate 
with others. [W.8.6] 

 

 

 



formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate 
the motives (e.g., social, 
commercial, political) behind its 
presentation. [SL.8.2]  

 Delineate a speaker’s argument 
and specific claims, evaluating the 
soundness of the reasoning and 
relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence and identifying when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
[SL.8.3] 

 

Language:   
Skills and understandings that are particularly likely to 
require continued attention in higher grades as they are 
applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking 
are marked with an asterisk (*). 

Conventions of Standard English  

 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of Standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. [L.8.1]  

o a. Apply rules of subject-
verb agreement when 
interrupted by a 
prepositional phrase, with 
inverted word order, with 
indefinite pronouns as 
subjects, compound 
subjects joined by 
correlative and 
coordinating conjunctions, 
and collective nouns when 
verb form depends on the 
rest of the sentence.  

o b. Explain the function of 

voice and in the 
conditional and 
subjunctive mood to 
achieve particular 
effects (e.g., 
emphasizing the actor 
or the action; 
expressing 
uncertainty or 
describing a state 
contrary to fact). 
[L.8.3a]  

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

 Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words or 
phrases based on Grade 8 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. [L.8.4]  

o a. Use context (e.g., 
the overall meaning 
of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s 
position or function in 
a sentence) as a clue 
to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 
[L.8.4a]  

o b. Use common, 
grade-appropriate 
Greek or Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to 
the meaning of a 
word (e.g., precede, 
recede, secede). 

and show the 
relationships among 
experiences and 
events. [W.8.3c]  

o d. Use precise words 
and phrases, 
relevant descriptive 
details, and sensory 
language to capture 
the action and 
convey experiences 
and events. 
[W.8.3d]  

o e. Provide a 
conclusion that 
follows from and 
reflects on the 
narrated 
experiences or 
events. [W.8.3e] 



verbals (gerunds, 
participles, infinitives) in 
general and their function 
in particular sentences. 
[L.8.1a]  

o c. Form and use verbs in 
the active and passive 
voice. [L.8.1b]  

o d. Form and use verbs in 
the indicative, imperative, 
interrogative, conditional, 
and subjunctive mood. 
[L.8.1c]  

o e. Recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in verb 
voice and mood.* [L.8.1d] 

  8th 2015 Revised Alabama Course 
of Study: English Language Arts 68 
37. Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of Standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. [L.8.2]  

o a. Use punctuation 
(comma, ellipsis, dash) to 
indicate a pause or break. 
[L.8.2a]  

o b. Use an ellipsis to 
indicate an omission. 
[L.8.2b]  

o c. Spell correctly. [L.8.2c] 

 

Writing:   
Range of Writing  

 Write routinely over extended time 
frames, including time for 
research, reflection, and revision, 

[L.8.4b] 
o  c. Consult general 

and specialized 
reference materials 
(e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, 
thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to 
find the 
pronunciation of a 
word or determine or 
clarify its precise 
meaning or its part of 
speech. [L.8.4c]  

o d. Verify the 
preliminary 
determination of the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred 
meaning in context or 
in a dictionary). 
[L.8.4d]  

 Demonstrate understanding 
of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. [L.8.5]  

o a. Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g. verbal 
irony, puns) in 
context. [L.8.5a] 

o b. Use the 
relationship between 
particular words to 
better understand 
each of the words. 



and shorter time frames such as a 
single sitting or a day or two for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. [W.8.10] 

 

 Writing Standards Text Types and 
Purposes Write arguments to 
support claims with clear reasons 
and relevant evidence. [W.8.1]  

o a. Introduce claim(s), 
acknowledge and 
distinguish the claim(s) 
from alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the 
reasons and evidence 
logically. [W.8.1a]  

o b. Support claim(s) with 
logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using 
accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic 
or text. [W.8.1b]  

o c. Use words, phrases, and 
clauses to create cohesion 
and clarify the 
relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
[W.8.1c]  

o d. Establish and maintain a 
formal style. [W.8.1d]  

o e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows from and supports 
the argument presented. 

[L.8.5b]  
o c. Distinguish among 

the connotations 
(associations) of 
words with similar 
denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., 
bullheaded, willful, 
firm, persistent, 
resolute). [L.8.5c]  

 41. Acquire and use 
accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering 
a word or phrase important 
to comprehension or 
expression. [L.8.6] 

 

Writing:   
 

 Write informative or 
explanatory texts to examine 
a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information 
through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. [W.8.2]  

o a. Introduce a topic 
clearly, previewing 
what is to follow; 
organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information into 
broader categories; 



[W.8.1e] include formatting 
(e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and 
multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
[W.8.2a] 

o b. Develop the topic 
with relevant, well-
chosen facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples. [W.8.2b] 

o c. Use appropriate and 
varied transitions to 
create cohesion and 
clarify the 
relationships among 
ideas and concepts. 
[W.8.2c]  

o d. Use precise 
language and domain-
specific vocabulary to 
inform about or 
explain the topic. 
[W.8.2d]  

o e. Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. [W.8.2e]  

o f. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
that follows from and 
supports the 
information or 



explanation 
presented. [W.8.2f] 

 
Research to Build and Present 
Knowledge  

 Conduct short research 
projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several 
sources and generating 
additional related, focused 
questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of 
exploration. [W.8.7]  

 Gather relevant information 
from multiple print and digital 
sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of 
each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format 
for citation. [W.8.8]  

 Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and 
research. [W.8.9] a. Apply 
Grade 8 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., “Analyze how 
a modern work of fiction 
draws on themes, patterns of 
events, or character types 
from myths, traditional 
stories, or religious works such 



Power Standards* 
 

*The standards that are essential for student grade-level success. They represent those standards teachers will spend the most time 

emphasizing.  
 

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR READING 

Key Ideas and Details 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 

evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 

development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over 

the course of a text. Craft and Structure 4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, 

and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific 

sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 6. Assess 

how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 7. Integrate and evaluate content 

presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. (See “Research to Build and Present 

Knowledge” for the CCR anchor standards for Writing on page 10 and “Comprehension and Collaboration” for the CCR anchor standards for 

Speaking and Listening on page 11 for additional standards relevant to gathering, assessing, and applying information from print and digital 

sources.) 8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 

as the Bible, including 
describing how the material is 
rendered new”). [W.8.9a] b. 
Apply Grade 8 Reading 
standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is 
introduced”). [W.8.9b] 



approaches the authors take. Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 

independently and proficiently. 

 

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR WRITING  

The College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below were developed prior to the development of grade-level standards. The Grades 

K-12 standards define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. The CCR and grade-specific standards are 

necessary complements—the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and 

understandings that all students must demonstrate. The 2010 Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects are noted in brackets following Grades K-12 standards. Alabama standards that have been 

added are noted by a state of Alabama symbol ( ). Text Types and Purposes (These broad types of writing include many subgenres. See Appendix 

A for further information regarding definitions of key writing types.) 1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 2. Write informative or explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 3. Write narratives to develop real 

or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. Production and 

Distribution of Writing 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 6. Use technology, 

including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. Research to Build and Present Knowledge 7. 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation. 8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and 

integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. Range of Writing 10. Write routinely over extended time frames, including time for research, reflection, and revision, and shorter time 

frames such as a single sitting or a day or two for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING  

The College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below were developed prior to the development of grade-level standards. The Grades 

K-12 standards define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. The CCR and grade-specific standards are 

necessary complements—the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and 

understandings that all students must demonstrate. The 2010 Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 



History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects are noted in brackets following Grades K-12 standards. Alabama standards that have been 

added are noted by a state of Alabama symbol ( ). Comprehension and Collaboration 1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 

conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 2. Integrate 

and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of 

view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 4. Present information, findings, and supporting 

evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

 

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE  

The College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below were developed prior to the development of grade-level standards. The Grades 

K-12 standards define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. The CCR and grade-specific standards are 

necessary complements—the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and 

understandings that all students must demonstrate. The 2010 Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects are noted in brackets following Grades K-12 standards. Alabama standards that have been 

added are noted by a state of Alabama symbol ( ). Conventions of Standard English 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. Knowledge of Language 3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 

different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. Vocabulary 

Acquisition and Use 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing 

meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative 

language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression 

 

Grades 6-8 Overview 

 Students in the middle grades undergo physical, social, emotional, and intellectual changes that affect their daily learning experiences. 

Individuals progress from preadolescence to adolescence at vastly different rates. With a great deal of sensitivity to the perceptions of peers, 



they are beginning to assert their independence when dealing with adults. This process, however, is neither sequential nor predictable and often 

includes periods of fluctuation between adolescence and preadolescence. As middle school students move from concrete thinking to abstract 

concepts, they begin to question others’ messages and points of view while learning to better express and justify their own. Like students in 

earlier grades, middle school students exhibit the full range of learning styles and require both differentiated instruction and assessment 

opportunities to reach their unique potential as learners. Reading strategies applied to comprehension of texts in all content areas are essential 

and powerful tools. A broader literacy repertoire, advanced literary elements, and extended vocabularies and communication skills lead to 

increased critical-thinking abilities. Similarly, strengthened writing skills provide a means for expressing their knowledge and opinions to a 

variety of audiences. Many opportunities are provided for students to develop questioning and research strategies that assist them in organizing 

and presenting information in oral, visual, and written formats. With both literature and informational text, students cite textual evidence to 

support their analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the texts. Among other expectations, students must 

analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, section, or scene fits into the overall structure and contributes to the development of 

ideas. They write arguments to support claims, explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, and narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences. Particular attention is given to establishing a formal style, developing organizational structure, and using helpful 

transition words. In these middle years, students use their speaking and listening skills to engage in a range of collaborative discussions, follow 

rules for collegial discussions, interpret presented information, and delineate a speaker’s claims and evidence. High expectations are held for 

students’ language acquisition and use in speaking and writing experiences, including extending the simple subject-verb agreement concepts 

learned in the elementary grades, ensuring that pronouns are in the proper case, punctuating nonrestrictive and parenthetical elements, and 

maintaining consistency in style and tone. As in earlier grades, students acquire and use grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific vocabulary. They also learn to vary sentence structure for reader and listener interest and understand figurative language and nuances 

in word meanings. Language standards in Grades 6-8 that are followed by an asterisk are those that are particularly likely to require continued 

attention in higher grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking. The complete list of standards followed by an 

asterisk in all grades can be found in Appendix E. 

Differentiated Instruction and English Language Learners:8303 

 

Providing differentiated instruction is not only for English language learners (ELLs), nor for struggling readers or students with special needs, but 

for all students. Teachers are able to differentiate content, process, and product based upon the fact that learners differ in readiness, interests, 

and learning styles. Ongoing and diagnostic assessment is at the core of differentiated instruction. All students are able to learn—just not in the 

same way. 2015 Revised Alabama Course of Study: English Language Arts 6 An increasing number of students in today’s classrooms come from 

culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and have limited English proficiency. These students are not a homogeneous group of students 

learning English. Personal, cultural, and educational backgrounds differ significantly and, therefore, require instruction that meets their 



particular needs. ELLs require instruction that makes content comprehensible, which accelerates acquisition of academic language proficiency. 

Appropriate instructional support should include access to literature in the student’s heritage language for classroom and homework 

assignments, integration of multicultural literature and availability of bilingual books, meaningful hands-on activities that contextualize abstract 

concepts, and use of the heritage language in writing and speaking activities. Instructional strategies should be adjusted as language proficiency 

increases. ELLs must simultaneously learn English as a new language and the content area of English language arts. The World-class Instructional 

Design and Assessment Consortium’s English Language Proficiency Standards (WIDA ELP Standards) can assist English language arts teachers in 

Alabama in designing language development objectives that support and develop the English language and content knowledge and skills at the 

appropriate level of English proficiency. By reviewing the sample language objectives or model performance indicators (MPIs), language arts and 

reading teachers can determine reasonable learning expectations for ELLs. 

ASSESSMENT: 

Assessment is an ongoing process that involves identifying student strengths and weaknesses for the purpose of designing an instructional 

program to meet individual needs. Teachers use the assessment process to modify the instructional program for remediation, enrichment, and 

effectiveness. Assessment for the English language arts classroom should be both informal and formal. Informal assessment may include teacher 

observations of students’ notes, questions, or journal entries, whereas formal assessment may include essays or tests. Whenever possible, 

teachers should assess student learning using authentic or performance-based activities that actively engage students. Each strand of the 

language arts curriculum entails a process that can be assessed using authentic or performance-based assessments. In addition to assessing 

individual performance, group work should be assessed for skills vital to the real world such as problem solving and interpersonal 

communication. 

Literacy: 

The English language arts curriculum for the twenty-first century includes the strands of reading foundations, literature, reading informational 

text, writing, speaking and listening, and language that prepare students for their roles as citizens in a diverse society. As in the past, reading, 

writing, and critical thinking continue to play central roles in the development of literate individuals. As the world changes, however, students 

must assume a more active role in their learning as they inquire and research using technology and information from a variety of sources to 

solve complex problems and to compete in a global society. Students are learning how to locate and use information responsibly as they become 

better readers, writers, and thinkers. The purpose of the English language arts curriculum is to develop English language literacy in all students, 

which includes the ability to read, write, and speak effectively; to think critically in a diverse society; and to problem solve independently in a 

complex world. Ultimately, literacy enables students to fully participate in a democratic society. The preparation students receive in the English 

language arts classroom helps students move into the future as truly literate individuals. Appendix C of this document, “Standards for Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects: Grades 6-12,” makes clear that literacy is not a goal to be addressed in the English 



language arts class alone. Standards for teaching reading and writing skills in other content courses—especially in history/social studies, science, 

and technical subjects—clearly illustrate the role other content areas must play in literacy acquisition and development. Students should, 

without significant scaffolding, comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines, and they should be able to 

construct effective arguments and convey intricate or multifaceted information. Students establish a base of knowledge across a wide range of 

subject matter by engaging with works of quality and substance. 

Technology: 

Technology significantly enhances the curriculum and engages students actively in the learning process and therefore should be an integral part 

of the English language arts classroom. Furthermore, technology allows teachers the opportunity to extend learning experiences beyond the 

textbook to the realm of primary sources and alternate methods of instruction by appealing to various student learning styles. Teachers must 

incorporate progressive technological tools that interest and motivate students to use the English language for both construction of meaning 

and creative expression. Because access to everchanging technology varies across the state, standards in this document are not dependent on a 

particular technology, but may be met through available local resources. Nonetheless, providing teachers with current technology is highly 

recommended if students are to have increased opportunities to develop literacy levels sufficient to meet the demands of the twenty-first 

century. Technological equipment and resources available for teacher and student use include, but are not limited to, overhead projectors, 

televisions, tape recorders, video cassette recorders (VCRs), digital video disk (DVD) players, computers, software programs, videoconferencing, 

e-mail, sound mixers, video recording and editing equipment, and digital cameras. Technology enhances the effectiveness of instruction, but 

does not replace the teacher. Teachers model and emphasize ways for students to use and manage technological equipment and resources. 

From essay writing and research to reading and assessment, instruction that incorporates multiple ways for obtaining information and 

enhancing expression serves to prepare Alabama’s students to achieve excellence in English language literacy. Students employ technology 

thoughtfully to enhance their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use. They tailor their searches online to acquire useful 

information efficiently, and they integrate what they learn using technology with what they learn offline. They are familiar with the strengths 

and limitations of various technological tools and mediums and can select and use those best suited to their communication goals. 

 

 

 

Resource: 

2015 Revised Alabama Course of Study English Language Arts English Language Literacy for College and Career Readiness Standards  
Alabama State Department of Education, 3345 Gordon Persons Building, 50 North Ripley Street, Montgomery, Alabama 36104 


